
Published Weekly by the Muslim Community Association of San Francisco Bay Area

www.mcabayarea.org

 MCA NOOR

Fajr 6:20 6:20

Dhuhr 12:35 12:35

Asr 3:00 3:30

Maghrib Sunset Sunset

Isha 08:00 07:00

Juma 1 12:15 12:15

Juma 2 1:30 1:30

AL-QURAN

HADITH

Behold! the angels said: “O Mary! 

Allah giveth thee glad tidings of 
a Word from Him: his name will 
be Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, 
held in honour in this world 
and the Hereafter and of (the 
company of) those nearest to 
Allah 

(Al Quran 3:45)

“Do not shun each other; do not 

ignore one another; do not hate 

one another; and do not envy one 

another; and be brothers with 
one another, O slaves of Allah. 
No Muslim is allowed to shun his 
(Muslim) brother for more than 3 
days.” 

[Bukhari, Adab (Manners), 57-58]
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Friday, Dec 03, 2021Rabi ul Thani  28, 1443 AH

PRAYER TIMINGS 
Effective 12/04

Assalamu Alaikum Dear Respected Community,

Insha’Allah this letter reaches you in the best Iman and health. On behalf of all MCA 
boards, we are honored to serve you and be at your service for your needs. Since 
taking board positions 8 weeks ago, both boards have been focused on setting goals 
and priorities based on transparency and honesty. These guiding values must be 
adopted and practiced by any member joining the MCA or serving on the board. 
We are going through an assessment of MCA’s financials, operations, programs, and 
facilities.

I would like to share with you some great news! Alhamdulillah with the blessing of 
Allah the MCA 3.0 loan was consolidated with the MCA 2.0 loan, as a result we saved 
a considerable amount of money. The consolidated MCA 2.0 loan will be paid off 
through the current lease with Antibody Solutions. 

With that said, we are facing several challenges. The biggest challenge we’re 
facing right now is the financial deficit that we inherited due to Covid-19 and 
other circumstances. We immediately had our appeal through announcements for 
the fundraiser that took place last Friday. Jazakum Allah khair for your generous 
donations. Insha’Allah with your continued support we will overcome these financial 
challenges.

As new Covid-19 variants are developing, I would like to request the community’s 
cooperation to please follow the CDC and health department guidelines to stay 
healthy and safe. Please continue to wear your masks, social distance, and if you feel 
sick please stay at home. 

As far as the renovation of the MCA 3.0 project, the permit is still waiting for traffic/
environmental study updates. We are working to establish a renovation committee 
to reinvigorate the focus and start key tasks on the project. 

Please join us at the MCA General Body Meeting (GBM) on Friday December, 17 
2021 at 6:30pm to get more updates on the MCA financials, programs, activities, and 
expansions.

Jazakum Allah Khair 

Assalamu Alaikum

MCA President 
Samer Darwish

A letter from the MCA President
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84. Maalik-ul-Mulk
The Eternal Possessor of Sovereignty

The One who controls the Dominion 
and gives dominion to whoever He 
willed.

“And to Allah belong the best names, so  

invoke Him by them.” [Quran 7:180] 
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Companions of the Prophet

Uqbah ibn Aamir

Both Allah SWT and Rasulullah SAW reciprocated the companions love and devotion. “God is well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased 

with Him. He has prepared for them Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein forever.” (Quran 9:100) Rasulullah SAW said, 

“The best of my nation is my generation then those who follow them and then those who follow them.”

After a long and exhausting journey, the 
Prophet, peace be on him, is at last on the 
outskirts of Yathrib. The good people of the 
city go out to meet him. Many crowd the 
narrow streets. Some stand on roof-tops 
chanting La ilaha ilia Allah and Allahu Akbar 
in sheer joy at meeting the Prophet of Mercy 
and his loyal companion, Abu Bakr as-Siddiq. 
The small girls of the city come out gaily 
beating their daffs and singing the words of 
welcome:

Tala ‘a-l badru alaynaa

Min Thaniyaati-l Wadaa’ Wajaba-sh shukru 
alaynaa

Maa da’aa lillaahi daa’ Ayyuha-l mab ‘uthu 
finaa

Ji’ta bi-l amri-l mutaa’ Ji’ta sharrafta-l 
Madinah

Marhaban yaa khayra-d daa’.

“The full moon has come upon us. From 
beyond the hills of Thaniyaati-l Wadaa 
Grateful we must be. For what to God he 
calls? O you who has been sent among us? 
You came with a mission to be obeyed. You 
came, you honoured the city; Welcome, O 
best of those who call (to God).

As the procession of the blessed Prophet 
wended its way, all around there were joyful 
hearts, tears of ecstasy, smiles of sheer 
happiness.

Far away from these scenes of jubilation 
and delight was a young man named Uqbah 
ibn Aamir al-Juhani. He had gone out to the 
bawadi, the open expanses of desert, to 
graze his flocks of sheep and goats on the 
sparse vegetation. He had wandered far in 
search of fodder for his hungry flock. It was 
difficult to find suitable grazing grounds and 
he was constantly afraid that his flock would 

perish. They were all he possessed and he did 
not want to lose them.

The happiness which engulfed Yathrib, 
henceforth to be known as the radiant city 
of the Prophet, soon spread to the near 
and distant bawadi and reached every nook 
and corner of the land. The good news of 
the Prophet’s arrival finally reached Uqbah 
as he tended his flocks far away in the 
inhospitable desert. His response to the 
news was immediate as he himself relates: 
“The Prophet, may God bless him and grant 
him peace, came to Madinah while I was 
tending my sheep. When I heard the news 
of his coming, I set out to meet him without 
delay. When I met him I asked:

‘Will you accept my pledge of allegiance, O 
Messenger of God?’ ‘And who are you?’ asked 
the Prophet. ‘Uqbah ibn Aamir al-Juhani ,’ I 
replied. ‘Which do you prefer,’ he asked, ‘the 
pledge of a nomad or the pledge of someone 
who has migrated?’ ‘The pledge of someone 
who has migrated,’ I said. So the Messenger 
of God took the same pledge from me as he 
did from the Muhajirin. I spent the night with 
him and then went back to my flock.

There were twelve of us who had accepted 
Islam but we lived far from the city tending 
our sheep and goats in the open country. We 
came to the conclusion that it would be good 
for us if we went to the Prophet daily, so that 
he could instruct us in our religion and recite 

for us whatever revelation he had received 
from on high. I told the others:

‘Take turns to go to the Messenger of God, 
peace be on him. Anyone going may leave his 
sheep with me because I am too worried and 
concerned about my own flock to leave them 
in the care of someone else.’

Each day, one after another of my friends 
went to the Prophet, leaving his sheep for me 

to look after. When each returned, I learnt 
from him what he had heard and benefitted 
from what he had understood. Before long, 
however, I returned to my senses and said to 
myself:

‘Woe to you! Is it because of a flock of sheep 
that you remain thin and wretched and lose 
the opportunity to be in the company of the 
Prophet and to speak directly to him without 
an intermediary’:’ With this, I left my flock, 
went to Madinah and stayed in the masjid 
close to the Messenger of God, may God 
bless him and grant him peace.”

Uqbah had no reason to regret having taken 
this fateful decision. Within a decade, he 
had become one of the outstanding scholars 
among the companions of the Prophet, a 
competent and beautiful reciter of the Quran, 
a military commander and later on one of the 
eminent Muslim governors as Islam spread 
east and west with astonishing rapidity. He 
could never have imagined as he left his 
flock to follow the teachings of the noble 
Prophet, that he would have been among the 
vanguard of the Muslim forces that liberated 
fertile Damascus - then known as the 
“mother of the universe” and that he would 
have a house for himself among its verdant 
gardens. He could never have imagined that 
he would be one of the commanders who 
liberated Egypt, then known as the “emerald 
of the world”, and that he would be one of its 
governors.

The fateful decision however was taken. 
Alone, without possessions. or relatives, 
Uqbah came to Madinah from the hawadi. 
He stayed with others like him on the 
Suffah or elevated part of the Prophet’s 
mosque, near his house. The Suffah was like 
a reception point where people like Uqbah 
would go because they wanted to be close to 
the Prophet. They were known as the “Ashab 
as-Suffah” and the Prophet once described 
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them as the “guests of Islam”.

Because they had no income, the Prophet 
always shared his food with them and 
encouraged others to be generous to these 
“guests”. They spent much of their time 
studying the Quran and learning about 
Islam. What a marvellous opportunity they 
had! They were in close and regular contact 
with the Prophet. He had a special love and 
concern for them and took care to educate 
them and look after them in all respects. 
Uqbah gave an example of how the Prophet 
trained and taught them. He said:

“One day, the Prophet, may Allah bless him 
and grant him peace, came out to us while 
we were on the Suffah and asked:

‘Which of you would like to go out to the open 
country or a valley every day and fetch for 
himself two beautiful, black camels?’ (Such 
camels were considered prize possessions. )

‘Everyone of us would like that, O Messenger 
of God,’ we all replied.

‘Now,’ he said, ‘each one of you should go to 
the mosque and learn two ayats (verses) of 
the Book of God. This is better for him than 
two camels; three verses are better than 
three camels; four verses are better than four 
camels (and son).”

In this way, the Prophet tried to bring about 
a change in attitudes among those who had 
accepted Islam, a change from obsession 
with acquiring worldly possessions to an 
attitude of devotion to knowledge. His simple 
example provided them with motivation and 
a powerful incentive to acquire knowledge.

On other occasions, the Ashab as-Suffah 
would ask questions of the Prophet in order 
to understand their religion better. Once, 
Uqbah said, he asked the Prophet, “What 
is salvation?” and he replied: “Control your 
tongue, make your house spacious for guests 
and spurn your mistakes.”

Even outside the mosque, Uqbah tried to 
stay close to the Prophet. On journeys, he 
often took the reins of the Prophet’s mule 
and went wherever the Prophet desired. 
Sometimes he followed directly behind the 
Prophet, peace be on him, and so came to 
be called the redif of the Prophet. On some 
occasions, the Prophet would descend from 
his mount and allow Uqbah to ride while he 
himself walked. Uqbah described one such 
occasion:

“I took hold of the reins of the Prophet’s mule 
while passing through some palm groves of 

Madinah.

‘Uqbah ,’ the Prophet said to me, ‘don’t you 
want to ride.’?’

I thought of saying ‘no’ but I felt there 
might be an element of disobedience to 
the Prophet in such a reply so I said: ‘Yes, O 
Prophet of God.’

The Prophet then got down from his mule 
and I mounted in obedience to his command. 
He began to walk. Shortly afterwards I 
dismounted. The Prophet mounted again 
and said to me:

‘Uqbah, shall I not teach you two surahs the 
like of which has not been heard before.’?’

‘Certainly, O Messenger of God,’ I replied. 
And so he recited to me “Qul a’udhu bi rabbi-l 
Falaq” and “Qul a’udhu bi rabbi-n nas” (the 
last two surahs of the Quran). I then said the 
Iqamah for Salat. The Prophet led the Salat 
and recited these two surahs. (Afterwards), 
he said: ‘Read both these surahs when you 
go to sleep and whenever you wake up.’”

The above instances show “continuous 
education” at its best, at home, in the 
mosque, riding, walking in the open school 
of the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant 
him peace.

Two objectives occupied Uqbah’s attention 
throughout his life; the search for knowledge 
and jihad in the path of God. He applied his 
energies totally to these objectives.

In the field of learning, he drank deeply from 
the fountain of knowledge that was the 
Messenger of God, peace be on him. Uqbah 
became a distinguished muqri (reciter of the 
Quran), a muhaddith (recorder and narrator 
of the sayings of the Prophet); a faqih 
(jurist); a faradi (expert on the Islamic laws 
of inheritance); an adib (literateur); a fasih 
(orator) and a sha’ir (poet).

In reciting the Quran, he had a most pleasant 
and beautiful voice. In the stillness of the 
night, when the entire universe seems 
peaceful and tranquil, he would turn to the 
Book of God, and recite its overpowering 
verses. The hearts of the noble companions 
would be drawn to his recitation. Their whole 
being would be shaken and they would be 
moved to tears from the fear of God which 
his recitation induced.

One day Umar ibn al-Khattab invited him and 
said:

“Recite for me something from the Book of 

God, O Uqbah.” “At your command, O Amir 
al-Muminin,” said Uqbah and began reciting. 
Umar wept till his beard was wet.

Uqbah left a copy of the Quran written in 
his own hand. It is said that this copy of the 
Quran existed until quite recently in Egypt in 
the well-known mosque named after Uqbah 
ibn Aamir himself. At the end of this text was 
written: “Uqbah ibn Aamir al-Juhani wrote 
it.” This Mushaf of Uqbah was one of the 
earliest copies of the Quran in existence but 
it was lost in its entirety with other priceless 
documents due to the carelessness of 
Muslims.

In the field of Jihad, it is sufficient to know 
that Uqbah fought beside the Prophet, peace 
be on him, at the Battle of Uhud and in all 
the military engagements thereafter. He was 
also one of the valiant and daring group of 
shock troopers who were tested to their 
maximum during the battle for Damascus. In 
recognition for his outstanding services, the 
commander of the Muslim forces then, Abu 
Ubaydah ibn al-Jarrah, despatched Uqbah 
to Madinah to convey the good news of 
the liberation of Damascus to Umar ibn al-
Khattab. Uqbah spent eight days and seven 
nights, from Friday to Friday, in a continuous 
forced march to bring the news to Umar.

Uqbah was one of the commanders of the 
Muslim forces that liberated Egypt. For three 
years he was the Muslim governor of Egypt 
after which he received orders from the 
Caliph Muawiyah to mount a naval expedition 
to the island of Rhodes in the Mediterranean 
Sea.

An indication of Uqbah’s enthusiasm for jihad 
is the fact that he committed to memory the 
sayings of the Prophet on this subject and 
became a specialist in narrating them to the 
Muslims. One of his favorite pastimes was to 
practice the skill of spear throwing.

Uqbah was in Egypt when he became fatally 
ill. He gathered his children together and gave 
them his final advise. He said: “My children, 
guard against three things: Don’t accept; my 
saying attributed to the Prophet, peace be on 
him, except from a reliable authority. Do not 
incur debts or take up a loan even if you are 
in the position of an imam. Don’t compose 
poetry for your hearts might be distracted 
thereby from the Quran.”

Uqbah ibn Aamir al-Juhani, the qari, the alim, 
the ghazi, died in Cairo and was buried at the 
foot of the Muqattam hills.
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Please contribute Generously towards HHRD Winter Provisions Program 2021-2022

 at www.hhrd.org/winter today or mail your Checks to: 
21199 Hilltop St, Southfield MI 48033 (in Memo write Winter Drive)

WINTER
RELIEF

��������

��������������

Program
$100

$500
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Nepal

India

Kashmir Valley

Azad Jammu & Kashmir

Pakistan

Afghanistan

Bangladesh (including Rohingya Refugees)

Jordan (Syrian, Yemeni, Iraqi and Palestinian Refugees & Locals)

Lebanon (Syrian and Palestinian Refugees & Locals)

Turkey (Syrian Refugees) Colombia 
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Visit HHRD booth in the MCA Banquet Hall during Jummah Prayers
Local Office: 3068 Scott Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95054 •  Contact: Shireen (408) 469- 3995

�������������������������������
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Al-Arqam School 

Job Openings for Arabic and Islamic Studies Teachers 
Al-Arqam School is seeking teachers for Arabic and Islamic Studies 

School hours: Fridays 4:30 p.m.- 6:15 p.m. 

                         Sundays 10:00 a.m.- 2:15 p.m. 

School is online during 2021-2022 school year 

Please send your resume to principal@alarqamschool.org 
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Muslim Community Association



Serene Equity Investments
Are you looking for

an Equity Investment?
At Serene Equity Investments, we offer an equity

based profit sharing (short or long) term investments

 

Call or Text

(408) 758-6471
Book an Appointment

investserene.com
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To advertise with us, visit our website:

www.mcabayarea.org/newsletter

newsletter@mcabayarea.org  | 408-727-7277

HESHAM AMER, DDS, MSD 

Board Certified Orthodontist
Assistant Professor at UOP
Offering braces & Invisalign for children 
and adults. www.AmerSmiles.com
259 Meridian Ave #10,  San Jose, CA 95126
CALL (408) 297 - 8707

MOHSENA AHMAD, DDS, INC.

A complete family dentistry in a state-of-the-art 

facility.  Braces for children & adult, Dental Implant, 

Non- surgical Laser Gum treatment, Sleep-Apnea, 

Invisalign. New patient welcome. 

Most Insurance accepted. Open on Saturday.

3540 Union Ave., San Jose, CA 95124  

(Intersection of Union & Camden Ave.)

Please call: (408) 275-0768

SARAH AZAD, MD

El Camino Women’s Medical Group

2495 Hospital Dr. Ste 670

Mountain View, CA 94040

www.ElCaminoWomen.com

650-396-8110

SNYDER TRADITIONAL MEDICINE

Herbal & Naturopathic Medicine

Specializing in natural treatment for Pain/  

Anxiety/ Depression/ Digestive Disorders/  

Insomnia/ Fatigue/Trauma

408-906-9645

SnyderMedicine.com 

SYED DENTAL CARE - Dr. Farhan Syed 

Open Sundays! Most insurances accepted.

1150 Scott Blvd. Ste A2, Santa Clara, CA 95050

Located near MCA and Masjid An-Noor.

www.SyedDentalCare.com  408-985-SYED

BUSINESS SERVICES

ADAM GLOBAL CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

General Contractor Lic #838185 Contact:  Alaaeldin 

Adam 408-661-1525, www.adamglobalconstuction.

net Email: aaldin.adam@gmail.com For all 

your Construction need : home addition, 

home remodeling, kitchen & bath remodeling, 

construction projects management. 

NON-PROFIT

RAHIMA FOUNDATION 

Help us to help the Needy

2290 Ringwood Ave, Unit A

San Jose, CA, 95131

Email: mail@rahima.org, www.rahima.org

Ph: (408) 262-6006

REAL ESTATE

SHAN SAIGAL-BROKER-408-505-9302

Specialize in Residential/ Commercial/ Prop. 

Management/ Loans. Call me for a Free Market 

Valuation of your Home!  20+Years Experience 

in the Bay area.  C21 Real Estate Alliance: http://

shansaigal.com. Svrealtyteam@gmail.com Dre# 

00768704. NMLS# 314022 

TAX / ACCOUNTING

MICRO TAX, AUDIT, & ACCOUNTING  

SERVICES, LLP Micro Tax, Audit & Accounting 

Services, LLP Certified Public Accountants, Tax 

preparation (e-file), Audit, Accounting, & Payroll 

services. 1879 Lundy Ave STE 163, San Jose, CA 

95131 Call: M. Amin Haroon CPA, FFCA (UK)

Ph: 408-986-9829

CLASSIFIEDS

DENTISTS/MEDICAL

Disclaimer: MCA does not endorse and is not responsible for products and services in the ads section of the MCA newsletter. MCA holds the right 

to reject or accept ads submitted. No ads dealing with a business deemed to be in conflict with Islamic principles will be accepted. 

Final Deadline to submit advertisements is Tuesday at 5:00 pm. 



Hidaya Foundation is a non-profit 501(C)(3) charitable organization with Tax ID # 77-0502583
  (408) 244-3282 | www.hidaya.org | mail@hidaya.org 

Please help us continue these efforts by donating towards: 
“Container Shipment for In-Kind Donations” project
Donate by: Cash, Check, or Card online 

or at time of drop-off, or set-up a profile 
on our secure website to make recurring 

monthly donations!

HELP HIDAYA’S IN-KIND COLLECTION CENTER STAY OPEN!

Shipping: $135,000
Labor: $20,000

Warehouse: $45,000

Yearly Expenses for  
Collection Center:

(approximately)

Alhamdulillah, for the past 20+ years, Hidaya Foundation has been operating an in-kind collection center every weekend 
for donors of the Bay Area to drop their excess and outgrown items for benefit of the poor overseas, shipping nearly 400 
containers in this time.

We do not sell any of the in-kind donations, everything is given away.  So we depend on donors to make an additional 
monetary donation (tax-deductible) to chip in towards the shipment and operation costs of the project so it can sustain 
itself.  In a growing trend, we are seeing an increase in the amount of in-kind donations (constituting more labor and 
shipments), and a decrease in the amount of monetary donations towards the project.  This is compounded with 
drastically rising costs for shipping and delays and problems with the global supply chain.  

Due to these reasons, Hidaya is considering closing our collection center in the coming year and temporarily suspending 
our in-kind collections until we can figure out a smarter and more cost effective way of conducting this project.
If you like and appreciate our collection center, please donate monetarily towards it, so we can continue 
providing this service! 

One time donations can be given at the time of donating (with cash, check, or card), or on our website, www.hidaya.
org, towards “Container Shipment for In-Kind Donations” project, or consider setting-up a recurring monthly donation.

Help Us Clothe the Poor This Winter  
By Sponsoring Shipments of Winter Clothing

So far in 2021, Hidaya Foundation has shipped 24 40ft containers 
with in-kind relief supplies including clothing, shoes, medical 
supplies and more to help hundreds of thousands of people in 
need. Lately, it costs $7,500+ to ship each container of in-kind 
donations, which can be enough to clothe and benefit up to 
40,000 people! The clothes are already donated, we just need to 
get them there - so when sponsoring this effort:
 • $50 can benefit over 250 people
 • $100 can benefit over 500 people
 • $1,000 can benefit over 5,000 people 
Please donate towards Container Shipment for In-Kind Donations!

$200,000$200,000


