PRAYER TIMINGS
Effective 02/27

Fajr
Dhuhr
Asr
Maghrib
Isha
Juma 1
Juma 2
Juma 2

MCA
5:50
12:35
4:00
Sunset
7:40
12:15
01:00
01:45

NOOR
5:50
12:35
4:45
Sunset
7:40
12:15
01:00
01:45
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AL-QURAN
They are those who donate in
prosperity and adversity, control
their anger, and pardon others.
And Allah loves the good-doers.
Quran: 3:134

HADITH
Abu Sa’id al-Khudri reported:
The Messenger of Allah, peace
and blessings be upon him, said,
“Whoever humbles himself by
a degree for Allah, glory be to
Him, Allah will raise him by a
degree. Whoever is arrogant
to Allah by a degree, Allah will
lower him by a degree until he
is made ‘the lowest of the low.’”
(95:5)
Source: Sunan Ibn Majah 4176
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48. Al-Majeed
The Glorious One
The Most Glorious One, The One
who is with perfect Power, High
Status, Compassion, Generosity and
Kindness.

“And to Allah belong the best names, so
invoke Him by them.” [Quran 7:180]

3

4

The virtues and benefits of fasting
Albalagh.net

1. Rasulullah (PBUH) said: “The sleep of a fasting person is regarded

9. It is mentioned in a Hadith that Allah Most High multiplies the

the reward for his good deeds is multiplied, his duas are accepted,

for the reward of fasting. In other words, there is no limit for the

as an act of ibaadah, his remaining silent is regarded as a tasbeeh,
and his sins are forgiven.”

2. It is mentioned in a Hadith that fasting is a shield and a strong
fortress in order to save oneself from hell. In other words, just as

a person seeks refuge in a strong fortress or by means of a shield
from an enemy, in the same way, one gets salvation from hell by

fasting. By fasting, a person’s power of committing sins gets weak,

and his power to do good gets stronger. When a person fasts in the
proper manner and implements all the etiquette of fasting, he will
free himself of sins and gain salvation from hell.

3. It is mentioned in a Hadith that fasting is a shield as long as it

is not destroyed by lies and backbiting. In other words, fasting works

as a shield as explained above . But this is on the condition that the
person abstains from sinning. If a person fasts and still speaks lies,

backbites, and commits other sins, then although he will be absolved

of the fard of fasting, he will be committing a major sin. Furthermore,
he will be deprived of the barakah of fasting.

4. It is mentioned in a Hadith that fasting is a shield. The person

who awakens in the morning in a state of fasting should not commit

any act of ignorance. If a person approaches him in an ignorant way,
he should not reply him in the same ignorant manner nor should he
address him disrespectfully. Instead, he should inform him that he is

rewards of His pious servants by ten times up to 700 times except
reward of fasting. As regards fasting, Allah Most High says: “It is
for Me alone and I will give the reward for it.” From this we can

gauge how great the reward of fasting is that there is no limit to the
rewards. In addition to this, Allah Most High will give the reward for
fasting Himself and will not delegate this task to the angels. Glory
be to Allah Most High for attaching such importance to this little

effort on our part. However, it should be borne in mind that all these
virtues and benefits of fasting will only come into effect when we

of Ramadan has been specially attached to Him. As for the other

from speaking lies, backbiting, and all other sins. In the month of

you eleven months in which you can eat, drink, and indulge in other

miss out the fajr Salat. In doing so, they are depriving themselves

He has ordered you to abstain from food, drink, and other halal

reading this Hadith, one should not have this misconception that

belongs to Allah Most High.

fulfil this duty as it ought to be fulfilled, and only when we abstain

months, they all belong to Him as well. Allah Most High has given

Ramadan, some people leave out their Salats completely while others

halal pleasures. He has set aside just one month for Himself in which

of the numerous blessings and rewards of fasting . Furthermore, by

pleasures. Therefore, fear the month of Ramadan, for most certainly, it

fasting is more virtuous than Salat because Salat is the most virtuous

Obey Allah Most High in this month and abstain from sins.

of all the different acts of ibaadah. The meaning of this Hadith is

that there is a very great reward for fasting and it does not mean

that fasting is the most virtuous act of ibaadah. The above-mentioned
Hadith continues that there are two times of extreme happiness for

the fasting person. The first time of happiness is when he opens his
fast and the second time is on the day of judgement. That is, when
he meets Allah Most High, as mentioned in other Ahaadith.

fasting. By him in whose control is the life of Muhammad (PBUH),

10. It is mentioned in a Hadith that on the first night of Ramadan

beloved in the sight of Allah Most High than the fragrance of musk.

the end of Ramadan. There is no Muslim who offers Salat in any of

the smell that emanates from the mouth of a fasting person is more
In other words, on the day of judgement, the smell that emanates

from the mouth of a fasting person will be replaced with a fragrance
even better than musk . This fragrance will emanate from the mouth

of the fasting person and it will be most beloved in the sight of Allah
Most High. This foul smell that emanates from a fasting person in

this world will actually be a source of attaining that fragrance in the
hereafter.

5. It is mentioned in a Hadith that at the time of opening the

fast, the person is permitted to make a dua whose acceptance is
promised.

6. It is mentioned in a Hadith that Rasulullah (PBUH) addressed

two persons saying: “You should fast because fasting is a shield in

order to save oneself from hell and in order to save oneself from the
difficulties of time.” In other words, one will be saved from hell and

the doors of heaven are opened. These doors remain open right till
the nights of this month except that he receives 2500 rewards for

Although obedience to Allah Most High is necessary all the time,
it’s importance is stressed in particular places such as Makkah

al-Mukarramah and Madinah al-Munawwarah; and at particular times

such as in the month of Ramadan . Special attention should be paid
to abstaining from sins at such places and at such times because

just as rewards are multiplied at these times and places, so too is
punishment.

12. It is mentioned in a Hadith that when food is presented to you

at the time of iftaar, then prior to opening your fast you should recite
the following dua:

every rakaat that he offers. In addition to this, Allah Most High will

Translation: “In the name of Allah. All praise is due to Allah. O Allah!

of these doors will have a golden chamber which will be decorated

am opening my fast, and I have placed complete trust in You. Glory

construct a palace of rubies . This palace will have sixty doors. Each

I have fasted for Your pleasure, it is with Your sustenance that I

with rubies.

be to You and praise be to You. Accept this fast from me for most

When the person keeps the first fast of Ramadan, all the minor sins

surely You are All-Hearing, All-Knowing.”

that he had committed during the past year since the first fast of

13. It is mentioned in a Hadith that when you open your fast, it is

will make dua for his forgiveness daily from morning till sunset. For

in this. If you do not have dates, open your fast with water because

the day or at night, he will be rewarded with a tree in paradise. The

the fast should be opened with milk .

the last Ramadan will be forgiven. In addition to this, 70 000 angels

preferable to open it with dry dates because there is a lot of blessing

every rakaat of Salat that he offers in Ramadan, whether it be during

water is a great purifier. In certain Ahadith it is also mentioned that

shade of this tree will be such that a traveller will be able to travel

14. It is mentioned in a Hadith that the person who keeps fast for 40

beneath it for a journey of 500 years.

days solely for the pleasure of Allah Most High shall have whatever

How great is the virtue of fasting! O Muslims! Never allow yourself

dua he makes to Allah Most High accepted. In other words, this

fasts as well. Show total love for Allah Most High who is so merciful

whatever dua he makes will be accepted by Allah Most High if He

our part. At least make Allah Most High your beloved for your own

may Allah Most High be pleased with them, have laid down a system

to miss any fast. In fact, if you have the strength, then keep nafl

person will become so beloved in the sight of Allah Most High that

that He rewards us so abundantly in exchange for a little effort on

feels that it will be to the benefit of that person. The respected sufis,

benefit in that you will receive the abundant benefits of jannah.

of cutting off all relations with this world for forty days and engaging

who is stationed on the borders of the Islamic state safeguarding

11. It is mentioned in a Hadith that jannah is decorated from the

person must fast for these forty days while he is in the musjid. By

for these three persons that they have been absolved from giving

. In addition to this, the large-eyed Hoors of jannah decorate and

also from the difficulties and calamities of this world.

7. It is mentioned in a Hadith that on the day of judgement, three
persons will not have to give an account of the food that they

ate, immaterial of what they ate as long as it is halal. They are:

the fasting person, the person who makes sehri, and the person

it from being invaded by the kuffaar . This is a great concession

an account of their eating. It should be borne in mind that despite
this concession, one should not spend a lot of money and time in

preparing very exquisite meals. Spending a lot of time in preparing

delicacies turns one away from the remembrance of Allah Most High
and gives impetus to one’s power of committing sins. This should

always be borne in mind. One should value the bounties that Allah

Most High has blessed one with. The best way of showing gratitude
to Allah Most High is that one should obey all His commands and
orders.

8. It is mentioned in a Hadith that the person who feeds a fasting

person at the time of opening fast will receive the same reward as
that of the fasting person without there being any decrease in the

reward of the fasting person. In other words, through the mercy and
generosity of Allah Most High, both of them will receive the same
reward. This will apply even if the person feeds him with a very

simple or insignificant meal . Even if he merely gives him some water
to drink.

beginning of the year till the end of the year especially for Ramadan
beautify themselves from the beginning of the year till the end of the
year especially for the fasting persons. When Ramadan commences,

jannah says to Allah Most High: “O Allah! Enter your pious servants
into me in this month.” As for the large-eyed Hoors, they say: “O

in the ibaadah of Allah Most High in a musjid. In addition to this, the
doing this, the person will benefit tremendously and will also develop
the strength to do good deeds. Through the barakah of this, he will

receive special knowledge from Allah Most High and he will also be
blessed with a deep understanding of things.

15. It is mentioned in a Hadith that the person who fasts on

Allah! Appoint husbands for us from among your pious servants.”

Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays of every sacred month, he will

The person who did not slander anyone in this month and did not

months which are sacred. They are: Rajab, Zul Qa’dah, the first ten

consume any intoxicants shall have all his sins wiped out. As for the
one who slanders someone or consumes any intoxicant, all his good
deeds for the past year will be wiped out. In other words, he will

be committing a major sin. It should be borne in mind that just as

receive the reward of making ibaadah for 700 years. There are four
days of Zul Hijjah, and Muharram. However, it should be borne in
mind that it is haram to fast on the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th of
Zul Hijjah.

rewards are multiplied in a holy month, punishment is also increased

16. It is mentioned in a Hadith that the person who keeps three

warning in this Hadith .

receive the reward of making ibaadah for two years. That is, on the

Fear the month of Ramadan because it is the month of Allah Most

made ibaadah for two years in return for these three days of fasting.

if a sin is committed in a holy month. One should ponder over the

High. In this month, Allah Most High has ordered His servants to

fasts in the sacred months, on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, he will
Day of Judgement it will be written in his book of deeds that he had

emulate His practice by abstaining from food and drink. Since Allah
Most High is pure from food and drink all the time, this month
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$100

Winter Provisions Package
Helps 5 to 7 Persons

$500

Winter Provisions Package
Helps 25 to 35 Persons

Life Saving Winter Provisions for Underprivledged in:
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Winter Provision Packages vary based on country needs:
Comforters, blankets, woolen caps, gloves, sweaters,
woolen shawl, and more!
Each country has separate items as per their specific local needs.

Please contribute Generously towards HHRD Winter Provisions Program 2021 at

www.hhrd.org/winter today or mail your Checks to:
3068 Scott Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95054 (in Memo write Winter Drive)

Due to Covid-19 Stay in Place Order for Santa Clara County, our offices are closed until further notice.

Monetary donations may be done online through our website; checks may be put through
our mail slot or mailed to head office; and if cash, please call.

For more information contact: Shireen Khan (408) 469-3995

21199 Hilltop Street, Southﬁeld, MI 48033 . USA - Tel: (248)864- 8370 - Fax: (248)809-2524
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Youth Corner
Habits- “The Compound Interest of Self Improvement”
Yusuf Labib | Youth Committee
Building good habits is an essential part of Islam.

noticeable cues will make it much more likely for

you’re making. Rewarding yourself immediately

Whether its praying, fasting or giving charity, the

you to perform the habit.

after completing a good habit will reinforce you to

very pillars of our faith revolve around our habits.
We are in the beginning months of a new year
which is a time that many people resolve to
build and increase good habits. If you have ever
struggled with developing or staying consistent with
habits, it may not be due to a lack of will power or
motivation instead it could be the lack of a proper
system or method. One effective method to develop
a good habit is by making it obvious, easy and

The ease of a specific habit is also an important
factor to consider. You can make a habit easier
by reducing the number of steps required to
complete it. Automation is an example of how you
can make a good habit like charity much easier.
Setting up an automatic daily, weekly or monthly
donation will allow you to maintain an ongoing
habit of charitable giving without having to exert

continue doing it. Another way to make a good
habit satisfying is by tracking your habit streaks
with a tracking app or worksheet. Many people
use a tracking sheet in Ramadan to encourage
themselves to increase their acts of worship in
that month. However, this practice can be done
throughout the year and can help you maintain
consistency and not “break the chain”.

much effort or having to remember to do it. You

These ideas may seem simple but implementing

can also downscale the amount of time spent on

even one of them can drastically improve your

Making a habit obvious can be done in various

a habit to a smaller chunk of time that will allow

results. The prophet PBUH said the most beloved

ways. For example someone who wants to make

you do it more often. As an example, setting aside

deeds to him were righteous deeds that a servant

sure they pray on time can set their prayer mat

five or ten minutes a day for reading can make the

performs consistently, even if they are small/easy

out at the beginning of the day and download an

daunting task of finishing a book a lot easier.

(Source: Sunan Ibn Majah 4237). We ask Allah

satisfying.

app to notify them of the prayer time. Creating an
optimum environment which includes visible and

Lastly, making a habit satisfying will allow you to
enjoy the process of improving and the progress

to give us the ability to build and maintain good
habits that bring us closer to him. Ameen.
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Series on Companions of the Prophet (PBUH)

People are made up of basic “metals” or qualities. The
best of them in Jahiliyyah are the best of them in Islam,
according to a hadith of the Prophet.
Here are two pictures of a noble companion--one during his
life in Jahiliyyah and the other after he became a Muslim .
In Jahiliyyah, this Sahabi was known as Zayd al-Khayl.
When he became a Muslim, the Prophet renamed him Zayd
al-Khayr.
The tribe of Aamir were afflicted one year by a severe
drought which destroyed crops and vegetation and caused
livestock to perish. So bad was it that one man left the tribe
with his family and went to Hira. There he left his family
with the words, “Wait for me here till I return to you.” He
swore to himself not to return to them until he earned some
money for them or died in the process.
The man took some provisions with him and walked all day
in search of something for his family. At nightfall, he found
himself in front of a tent. Nearby a horse was tethered and
he said to himself:
“This is the first booty.” He went to the horse, untied it and
was about to mount it when a voice called out to him:
“Leave it and take your life as booty.” He hastily abandoned
the horse.
For seven days he walked until he reached a place where
there was a pasture for camels. Nearby was an enormous
tent with a leather dome, signs of great riches and wealth.
The man said to himself: “Doubtless this pasture has camels
and doubtless this tent has occupants.” The sun was about
to set. The man looked inside the tent and saw a very old
man in the center. He sat down behind the old man without
the latter realizing his presence.
The sun soon set. A horseman, imposing and well built,
approached. He rode his mount erect and tall. Two male
servants accompanied him, one on his right and the other
on his left. With him were almost a hundred she-camels and
in front of them a huge male camel. Clearly he was a well
endowed man. To one of the servants he said, pointing to
a fat camel:
“Milk this and give the old man a drink.” The shaykh drank
one or two mouthfuls from the full vessel which was brought
to him and left it. The wanderer went up to it stealthily and
drank all the milk in it. The servant returned, took the vessel
and said:
“Master, he has drunk it all.” The horseman was happy and
ordered another camel to be milked. The old man drank
only one mouthful and the wanderer drank half of what was
left so as not to arouse the suspicion of the horseman. The
horseman then ordered his second servant to kill a sheep.
Some of it was grilled and the horseman fed the shaykh
until he was satisfied. He and the two servants then ate.
After this, they all slept soundly; their snoring filled the tent.
The wanderer then went to the he-camel, untied and
mounted it. He rode off and the she camels followed. He
rode throughout the night. At daybreak he looked around
in every direction but did not see anyone following him. He
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pushed on until the sun was high in the
around and suddenly saw something like
bird in the distance coming towards him.
on him and soon he saw that it was the
horse.

sky. He looked
an eagle or a big
It quickly gained
horseman on his

The wanderer dismounted and tied the he-camel. He took
out an arrow and placed it in his bow and stood in front of
the other camels. The horseman stopped at a distance and
shouted:
“Untie the camel.” The man refused saying how he had left
behind him a hungry family in Hira and how he had sworn
not to return unless he had money or died in the process
“You are dead if you do not untie the camel,” said the
horseman. The wanderer again refused to do so. The
horseman threatened him once more and said:
“Hold out the reins of the camel. There are three knots in it.
Tell me in which of them you want me to place my arrow.”
The man pointed to the middle knot and the horseman
lodged an arrow right in the center as if he had neatly
placed it there with his hand. He did the same with the
second and third knots. At that, the man quietly returned his
own arrow to his quiver and gave himself up. The horseman
took away his sword and his bow and said to him:
“Ride behind me.” The man expected the worst fate to
befall him now. He was at the complete mercy of the
horseman who said:
“Do you think I will cause you harm when you have shared
with Muhalhil (the old man, his father) his drink and his food
last night?”
When the man heard the name Muhalhil, he was astonished
and asked: “Are you Zayd al-Khayl?”
“Yes,” said the horseman.
“Be the best captor,” pleaded the man.
“Don’t worry,” replied Zayd al-Khayl calmly. “If these camels
were mine, I would give them to you. But they belong to
one of my sisters. But stay some days with me. I am about
to make a raid.”
Three days later he raided the Banu Numayr and captured
about a hundred camels, as booty. He gave them all to
the man and sent some men with him as guards until he
reached his family in Hira.
The above is a story of Zayd al-Khayl as he was in
Jahiliyyah recounted by the historian ash-Shaybani. The
books of Siyar give another picture of Zayd al-Khayl as he
was in Islam . . .
When Zayd al-Khayr heard the news of the Prophet, peace
be upon him, he made some of his own enquiries and then
decided to go to Madinah to meet the Prophet. With him
was a big delegation of his people among whom were Zurr
ibn Sudoos, Malik ibn Jubayr, Aamir ibn Duwayn and others.
When they reached Madinah, they went straight to the
Prophet’s Mosque and tethered their mounts at its door.
It happened that as they entered, the Prophet was on the
mimbar addressing the Muslims. His speech aroused Zayd

and his delegation and they were also astonished by the
rapt attention of the Muslims and the effect of the Prophet’s
words on them. The Prophet was saying:
“I am better for you than al-Uzza (one of the main idols
of the Arabs in Jahiliyyah) and everything else that you
worship. I am better for you than the black camel which you
worship besides God.”
The Prophet’s words had two different effects on Zayd
al-Khayl and those with him. Some of them responded
positively to the Truth and accepted it. Some turned away
and rejected it. One of the latter was Zurr ibn Sudoos.
When he saw the devotion of the believers to Muhammad,
both envy and fear filled his heart and he said to those with
him:
“I see a man who shall certainly captivate all Arabs and
bring them under his sway. I shall not let him control me
ever.” He then headed towards Syria where it is said he
shaved his head (as was the practice of some monks) and
became a Christian.
The reaction of Zayd and others was different. When the
Prophet had finished speaking, Zayd stood up, tall and
impressive-looking in the midst of the Muslims and said in a
loud and clear voice:
“O Muhammad, I testify that there is no god but Allah and
that you are the messenger of Allah.”
The Prophet came up to him and asked, “Who are you”
“I am Zayd al-Khayl the son of Muhalhil.”
“From now on you are Zayd al-Khayr instead, not Zayd
al-Khayl,” said the Prophet. “Praise be to God Who has
brought you from the hills and dales of your native land
and softened your heart towards Islam.” Thereafter he was
known as Zayd al-Khayr (Zayd the Good).
The Prophet then took him to his house. With them were
Umar ibn al-Khattab and some other Companions. The
Prophet gave him a cushion to sit on but he felt very
uncomfortable to recline thus in the presence of the Prophet
and he returned the cushion. The Prophet handed it back to
him and he returned it to him. This happened three times.
Eventually, when they were all seated, the Prophet said to
Zayd al-Khayr:
“O Zayd, no man has ever been described to me and when
I see him he does not fit the description at all except you.
You have two characteristics which are pleasing to God and
His Prophet.”
“What are they?” asked Zayd.
“Perseverance and sagacity,” replied the Prophet.
“Praise be to God,” said Zayd, “Who has given me what
He and His Prophet like.” He then turned directly to the
Prophet and said: “Give me, O messenger of God, three
hundred horsemen and I promise you that I will secure
Byzantine territory with them.” The Prophet praised his
fervor and said, “What manner of man are you!”
During this visit, all those who stayed with Zayd became
Muslims. They then desired to return to their homes in

Najd and the Prophet bade them farewell. The great desire
of Zayd al-Khayr to work and fight for the cause of Islam,
however was not to be realized.
In Madinah al-Munawwarah at that time there was an
epidemic of fever and Zayd al-Khayr succumbed to it and
said to those with him: “Take me away from the land of
Qays. I have the fever of small pox. By God, I shall not fight
as a Muslim before I meet Allah, the Mighty the Great.”
Zayd took the road to his people in Najd in spite of the fact
that the fever became more and more intense and slowed
him down. He hoped at least to get back to his people and
that they would become Muslims, through God’s grace, at
his hands. He struggled to overcome the fever but it got the
better of him and he breathed his last on the way before
reaching Najd. Between his acceptance of Islam and his
death, however, there was no time for him to have fallen
into sin.
People are made up of basic “metals” or qualities. The
best of them in Jahiliyyah are the best of them in Islam,
according to a hadith of the Prophet.
Here are two pictures of a noble companion--one during his
life in Jahiliyyah and the other after he became a Muslim .
In Jahiliyyah, this Sahabi was known as Zayd al-Khayl.
When he became a Muslim, the Prophet renamed him Zayd
al-Khayr.
The tribe of Aamir were afflicted one year by a severe
drought which destroyed crops and vegetation and caused
livestock to perish. So bad was it that one man left the tribe
with his family and went to Hira. There he left his family
with the words, “Wait for me here till I return to you.” He
swore to himself not to return to them until he earned some
money for them or died in the process.
The man took some provisions with him and walked all day
in search of something for his family. At nightfall, he found
himself in front of a tent. Nearby a horse was tethered and
he said to himself:
“This is the first booty.” He went to the horse, untied it and
was about to mount it when a voice called out to him:
“Leave it and take your life as booty.” He hastily abandoned
the horse.
For seven days he walked until he reached a place where
there was a pasture for camels. Nearby was an enormous
tent with a leather dome, signs of great riches and wealth.
The man said to himself: “Doubtless this pasture has camels
and doubtless this tent has occupants.” The sun was about
to set. The man looked inside the tent and saw a very old
man in the center. He sat down behind the old man without
the latter realizing his presence.
The sun soon set. A horseman, imposing and well built,
approached. He rode his mount erect and tall. Two male
servants accompanied him, one on his right and the other
on his left. With him were almost a hundred she-camels and
in front of them a huge male camel. Clearly he was a well
endowed man. To one of the servants he said, pointing to
a fat camel:
“Milk this and give the old man a drink.” The shaykh drank
one or two mouthfuls from the full vessel which was brought
to him and left it. The wanderer went up to it stealthily and
drank all the milk in it. The servant returned, took the vessel
and said:
“Master, he has drunk it all.” The horseman was happy and
ordered another camel to be milked. The old man drank
only one mouthful and the wanderer drank half of what was
left so as not to arouse the suspicion of the horseman. The
horseman then ordered his second servant to kill a sheep.
Some of it was grilled and the horseman fed the shaykh
until he was satisfied. He and the two servants then ate.

After this, they all slept soundly; their snoring filled the tent.

worship besides God.”

The wanderer then went to the he-camel, untied and
mounted it. He rode off and the she camels followed. He
rode throughout the night. At daybreak he looked around
in every direction but did not see anyone following him. He
pushed on until the sun was high in the sky. He looked
around and suddenly saw something like an eagle or a big
bird in the distance coming towards him. It quickly gained
on him and soon he saw that it was the horseman on his
horse.

The Prophet’s words had two different effects on Zayd
al-Khayl and those with him. Some of them responded
positively to the Truth and accepted it. Some turned away
and rejected it. One of the latter was Zurr ibn Sudoos.
When he saw the devotion of the believers to Muhammad,
both envy and fear filled his heart and he said to those with
him:

The wanderer dismounted and tied the he-camel. He took
out an arrow and placed it in his bow and stood in front of
the other camels. The horseman stopped at a distance and
shouted:
“Untie the camel.” The man refused saying how he had left
behind him a hungry family in Hira and how he had sworn
not to return unless he had money or died in the process
“You are dead if you do not untie the camel,” said the
horseman. The wanderer again refused to do so. The
horseman threatened him once more and said:
“Hold out the reins of the camel. There are three knots in it.
Tell me in which of them you want me to place my arrow.”
The man pointed to the middle knot and the horseman
lodged an arrow right in the center as if he had neatly
placed it there with his hand. He did the same with the
second and third knots. At that, the man quietly returned his
own arrow to his quiver and gave himself up. The horseman
took away his sword and his bow and said to him:
“Ride behind me.” The man expected the worst fate to
befall him now. He was at the complete mercy of the
horseman who said:
“Do you think I will cause you harm when you have shared
with Muhalhil (the old man, his father) his drink and his food
last night?”
When the man heard the name Muhalhil, he was astonished
and asked: “Are you Zayd al-Khayl?”
“Yes,” said the horseman.
“Be the best captor,” pleaded the man.
“Don’t worry,” replied Zayd al-Khayl calmly. “If these camels
were mine, I would give them to you. But they belong to
one of my sisters. But stay some days with me. I am about
to make a raid.”
Three days later he raided the Banu Numayr and captured
about a hundred camels, as booty. He gave them all to
the man and sent some men with him as guards until he
reached his family in Hira.
The above is a story of Zayd al-Khayl as he was in
Jahiliyyah recounted by the historian ash-Shaybani. The
books of Siyar give another picture of Zayd al-Khayl as he
was in Islam . . .
When Zayd al-Khayr heard the news of the Prophet, peace
be upon him, he made some of his own enquiries and then
decided to go to Madinah to meet the Prophet. With him
was a big delegation of his people among whom were Zurr
ibn Sudoos, Malik ibn Jubayr, Aamir ibn Duwayn and others.
When they reached Madinah, they went straight to the
Prophet’s Mosque and tethered their mounts at its door.
It happened that as they entered, the Prophet was on the
mimbar addressing the Muslims. His speech aroused Zayd
and his delegation and they were also astonished by the
rapt attention of the Muslims and the effect of the Prophet’s
words on them. The Prophet was saying:
“I am better for you than al-Uzza (one of the main idols
of the Arabs in Jahiliyyah) and everything else that you
worship. I am better for you than the black camel which you

“I see a man who shall certainly captivate all Arabs and
bring them under his sway. I shall not let him control me
ever.” He then headed towards Syria where it is said he
shaved his head (as was the practice of some monks) and
became a Christian.
The reaction of Zayd and others was different. When the
Prophet had finished speaking, Zayd stood up, tall and
impressive-looking in the midst of the Muslims and said in a
loud and clear voice:
“O Muhammad, I testify that there is no god but Allah and
that you are the messenger of Allah.”
The Prophet came up to him and asked, “Who are you”
“I am Zayd al-Khayl the son of Muhalhil.”
“From now on you are Zayd al-Khayr instead, not Zayd
al-Khayl,” said the Prophet. “Praise be to God Who has
brought you from the hills and dales of your native land
and softened your heart towards Islam.” Thereafter he was
known as Zayd al-Khayr (Zayd the Good).
The Prophet then took him to his house. With them were
Umar ibn al-Khattab and some other Companions. The
Prophet gave him a cushion to sit on but he felt very
uncomfortable to recline thus in the presence of the Prophet
and he returned the cushion. The Prophet handed it back to
him and he returned it to him. This happened three times.
Eventually, when they were all seated, the Prophet said to
Zayd al-Khayr:
“O Zayd, no man has ever been described to me and when
I see him he does not fit the description at all except you.
You have two characteristics which are pleasing to God and
His Prophet.”
“What are they?” asked Zayd.
“Perseverance and sagacity,” replied the Prophet.
“Praise be to God,” said Zayd, “Who has given me what
He and His Prophet like.” He then turned directly to the
Prophet and said: “Give me, O messenger of God, three
hundred horsemen and I promise you that I will secure
Byzantine territory with them.” The Prophet praised his
fervor and said, “What manner of man are you!”
During this visit, all those who stayed with Zayd became
Muslims. They then desired to return to their homes in
Najd and the Prophet bade them farewell. The great desire
of Zayd al-Khayr to work and fight for the cause of Islam,
however was not to be realized.
In Madinah al-Munawwarah at that time there was an
epidemic of fever and Zayd al-Khayr succumbed to it and
said to those with him: “Take me away from the land of
Qays. I have the fever of small pox. By God, I shall not fight
as a Muslim before I meet Allah, the Mighty the Great.”
Zayd took the road to his people in Najd in spite of the fact
that the fever became more and more intense and slowed
him down. He hoped at least to get back to his people and
that they would become Muslims, through God’s grace, at
his hands. He struggled to overcome the fever but it got the
better of him and he breathed his last on the way before
reaching Najd. Between his acceptance of Islam and his
death, however, there was no time for him to have fallen
into sin.
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If you’re struggling with
food or rent due to Covid-19,
we’re offering FREE GROCERY
DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR!
Easy Application process!

Yes, I want a delivery!

Donate
Volunteer to Deliver
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CLASSIFIEDS

To advertise with us, visit our website:
www.mcabayarea.org/newsletter
newsletter@mcabayarea.org | 408-727-7277

Disclaimer: MCA does not endorse and is not responsible for products and services in the ads section of the MCA newsletter. MCA holds the right
to reject or accept ads submitted. No ads dealing with a business deemed to be in conflict with Islamic principles will be accepted.
Final Deadline to submit advertisements is Tuesday at 5:00 pm.

DENTISTS/MEDICAL
CARE SLEEP CLINIC
Dr. Lubna Azeem
Sleep Apnea Treatment
5150 Graves Ave, Suite 11F, San Jose 95129
Near Westgate Mall, Open Saturdays
www.caresleepclinic.com
408-549-9485

MCA Newsletter is a great way to connect with the Muslim
Community and Businesses of the SFO Bay Area. Visit the newsletter
section on our website to learn about rates and terms of advertising.

https://mcabayarea.org/weekly-newsletter/

HESHAM AMER, DDS, MSD
Board Certified Orthodontist
Assistant Professor at UOP
Offering braces & Invisalign for children
and adults. www.AmerSmiles.com
259 Meridian Ave #10, San Jose, CA 95126
CALL (408) 297 - 8707

Trade show displays) AT Quick Printing Center We do Standard and Custom print jobs
and bulk mailing.
Call: (510) 728 0390
or Email: info@QNRprint.com

SARAH AZAD, MD
El Camino Women’s Medical Group
2495 Hospital Dr. Ste 670
Mountain View, CA 94040
www.ElCaminoWomen.com
650-396-8110

CONCISE NEED AFFORDABLE COVERAGE?
AUTO HOME COMMERCIAL HEALTH
For a quote call Salah
Visit us 1 block from MCA.
2062 Walsh Ave, Ste. B-2, Santa Clara
(408) 567-1111

LUBNA AZEEM, DDS
General Dentistry and Implants
5150 Graves Ave, Suite 11F, San Jose 95129
Near Westgate Mall, Open Saturdays
www.calsmiledental.com
408-930-5238
SNYDER TRADITIONAL MEDICINE
Herbal & Naturopathic Medicine
Acupuncture/Cupping/Hijama/Nutrition
Dr. Amy Snyder, DAOM, L.Ac.
Dr. Jeffrey Kehoe, ND, L.Ac
408-906-9645
SnyderMedicine.com

BUSINESS SERVICES
ADAM GLOBAL CONSTRUCTION, INC.
General Contractor Lic #838185 Contact: Alaaeldin
Adam 408-661-1525, www.adamglobalconstuction.
net Email: aaldin.adam@gmail.com
For all your Construction need : home addition,
home remodeling, kitchen & bath remodeling,
construction projects management.
PRINTING SERVICES
(Business cards, Flyers, Brochures, Banners,

INSURANCE

APARTMENT FOR RENT
2bd/1bth new construction, in Campbell, CA
Close to westgate mall.
$1850/month
408-887-3859

TAX / ACCOUNTING
Micro Tax, Audit, & Accounting Services, LLP
Micro Tax, Audit & Accounting Services, LLP
Certified Public Accountants, Tax preparation
(e-file), Audit, Accounting, & Payroll services.
1879 Lundy Ave STE 163, San Jose, CA 95131
Call: M. Amin Haroon CPA, FFCA (UK)
Ph: 408-986-9829

NON-PROFIT
HIDAYA FOUNDATION
Donate Zakat and Sadaqah for
the poorest of the poor.
Read about our 30+ projects
at www.hidaya.org
(408) 244-3282
RAHIMA FOUNDATION
Help us to help the Needy
2290 Ringwood Ave, Unit A
San Jose, CA, 95131
Email: mail@rahima.org, www.rahima.org
Ph: (408) 262-6006

REAL ESTATE
SHAN SAIGAL-BROKER-408-505-9302
Specialize in Residential/ Commercial/ Prop.
Management/ Loans. Call me for a Free Market
Valuation of your Home! 20+Years Experience
in the Bay area. C21 Real Estate Alliance: http://
shansaigal.com. Svrealtyteam@gmail.com Dre#
00768704. NMLS# 314022

BUY & SELL REAL ESTATE
Shaukat Sheikh
REALTOR®
INTERO REAL ESTATE

650.924.9490

shaukat.sheikh@yahoo.com

Serving Families since 2015

CA DRE 096224
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Sadaqah Meat
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, “The most excellent sadaqah
consists in your satisfying a hungry stomach.” [Tirmidhi #1946]
Meat is a luxury that many poor
people around the world seldom
enjoy. Hidaya Foundation provides
protein in the form of meat and fish
as a sadaqah to the poor. It adds
much needed nourishment to their
diets. All animals are sacrificed in
accordance to Islamic requirements.
Donate towards providing meat by
sacrificing a whole animal (prices
listed below) or by giving any amount
of your choosing towards this effort.
Cow/Ox/Buffalo: $420 each
Goat/Sheep: $120 each
Chicken/Rabbit/Fish: $5 each
Donors are not required to donate
the full amount for an animal, rather
they can give however much they
want toward Sadaqah in the form of
meat/protein for benefit of the poor.
By not specifying, it allows our team
to find the best deals on different
types of meat based on availability
and price, which varies from place to
place and based on season.

Donate for Sadaqah in the
form of Meat to satisfy hungry
stomachs.

www.hidaya.org
1.866.2HIDAYA | mail@hidaya.org
Hidaya Foundation is a non-profit 501(C)(3) charitable organization with Tax ID # 77-0502583

